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Dear Friends,

What a wonderful Harvest Meal we celebrated on October 20!  Seeing you all
fellowshipping and enjoying a beautiful meal at the festively decorated tables
really warmed my heart!  I am so grateful for your presence there and for the
Harvest Meal committee, led by Norma Uragami, Donna Chiamori, & Joyce
Imai.

As we wrap up the Generosity Movement this year, I’m so heartened by your
commitments to UJCC that you made during the month of October.  It’s so
beautiful to read the slips of paper you turned in during worship on which you
have committed yourselves to generous living and growing in faith: through
more Bible Study, through a more active prayer life, through having a “faith
buddy” to share your walk with Christ, through listening to Christian music…
Equally inspiring are the ways you have committed to growing in your spirit of
generosity through sharing your time and talents: serving on UJCC committees
and participating in various ministries, through kindness towards strangers,
through serving at our big UJCC events…  And also uplifting is your
commitment to the sharing of your treasures for building up the Body of Christ
here at UJCC; you are standing on the shoulders of giants, uplifted by the
legacy of our great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1).  You are part of a great
tradition of sacrificial giving here at UJCC.  3 examples:

· UJCC wouldn’t be here today if it weren’t for the Issei and Nisei, the
first and second generation Japanese-Americans.  These ancestors in
faith—some of whom make up an essential part of our church family
today—gave most fully of their time, talents, treasures, service, and
witness to build up our mother Congregational and Methodist
churches.  This includes sometimes literally having raised the walls of
the building.

· Then, after the Redress movement in the 1980’s when each individual
who was incarcerated during World War II received a token $20,000 in
reparations, many church members donated the entire sum to building
the building we worship in today.  This is part of the reason we are
blessed with not having a mortgage today.  It is this spirit of generosity
that has given us a good foundation.  It is their spirits of generosity
that continue to fill us and surround us as a great cloud of witnesses.
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· In the past few years, UJCC has been the beneficiary of the generosity
of two of our faithful members, Yorko Abiko and Tomi Minabe.  In their
end-of-life planning, they bequeathed generous financial gifts that
continue to overwhelm us.  Their contributions help keep ministry at
UJCC vibrant.  Truly their legacy will be long-lasting and their love for
us will continue to be felt in this way for generations to come.

It’s because these ancestors in faith believed so strongly in their church.  They
wanted to respond to God’s goodness to them.  It is this same legacy we are
now equipped and inspired to live into now.

In this season of gratitude, I have so much to be grateful for.  I am indeed
thankful for all the expressions of generosity in the life and history of UJCC.  I
am also grateful for the big deal the SPRC made for Pastor Appreciation
Sunday.  (I honestly didn’t know such a thing existed before coming to UJCC.)
The cake of our huge faces continues to make Rev. Rae and me laugh!  We
are both very touched by your kind gifts to us, too.  We are so spoiled by our
UJCC family; thank you from the bottom of our hearts!  And thank you again to
the SPRC for your love and support!

Autumnal blessings!
Akiko

Joys and Concerns

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things” (Philippians 4:4-8).  This is the season to cultivate a spirit of gratitude,
whatever the circumstances.  We give thanks for God’s steadfastness as we
lift in prayer:

Richard and Frances Kurushima
Hisaye Naito

June Kishi
Paras Family
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We pray for concerns in our church community…
· For those with health concerns, including Jodene Tanaka;
· For the health and wholeness of the Tanaka family: Mary, Jodene, and

Wayne;
· For those recovering from surgery, including Diane Honda and

caregiver, Larry; Eugenia Ocampo and caregiver Norman;
· For those in need of healing, including 104 year old Thelma Ichiyama,

good friend of Donna Chiamori and cousin of George Sakamoto and
beloved member of the Reedley Fellowship;

For those who grieve…
· For the loved ones of Bea Kashiwagi, especially her daughter Brenda

Nagata; Bea passed away October 19;
· For Rev. Kay & June Sakaguchi and their family on the passing of their

brother-in-law Clark Tokunaga of Yuba City on October 11;
· For the loved ones of Matt Sakaguchi, Rev. Kay and June’s beloved

son, whose life was celebrated on October 10 in Sonoma;

For our wider community and the world…
· For peace, especially for communities in New Hampshire and Syria

affected by violence;
· For those affected by flooding in Texas, Tropical Storm Nestor, the

typhoon in Japan which hit the Kanto region, and the Saddleridge fire;
· For our veterans and service personnel;
· For increased understanding and empathy between people with

different perspectives;
· For all who experience trauma and fear due to war;
· For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care for

them;
· For refugees all over the world;

For God’s goodness in our community…
· Joy for the Harvest Meal on October 20 and huge thanks to God for

committee co-chairs Norma Uragami, Joyce Imai, and Donna
Chiamori;

· Praise for the NJAUMC (National Japanese American United Methodist
Caucus) convocation held in Los Angeles October 17-20;

· Thanksgiving for all celebrating, including Leslie Kon and Mondo
Gomez married October 5;

· Gratitude for a chance to commune with God and fellowship with our
UJCC family on the San Joaquin River Gorge hike October 12;

· Thanksgiving for Paul Ocampo’s health (after 3.5 years of treatment
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and consultation with medical professionals, he can stop taking daily
meds and shots);

· Gratitude for our UJCC Central Valley Asian Cultural and Craft Fair and
the diehard dedication of our co-chairs Mike & Gail Yamamoto and
Paul & Carol Yamashita;

· Praise for all those celebrating birthdays, including Kiyoko Nosker (91
on September 15); Eugenia Ocampo (September 21); Hisaye Naito’s
brother (95 on November 15); Masayo Fujinami (100) and 95th birthday
of wife Sumiye;

· Gratitude for Toban B and C for their labors of love in October!

If we have made any errors, we apologize and would appreciate any
corrections!  If you have any changes or additions to our prayer list, please let
Akiko know (akiko@ujcclife.com or 322-0701).

FRIENDS CARE

The Friends Care Ministry hope that you enjoyed our Fall season menu in
October of takikomi gohan, sukiyaki meat, cucumber daikon, wakame with
lemon, snap peas, sweet potatoes and a delicious dessert.

As we are in the last quarter of the Friends Care Ministry, we extend our
appreciation to the generous monetary support made directly to Friend’s Care
throughout the year that make this Ministry possible.

We welcomed Mr. Katsuji Takasu, a new volunteer, who worked tirelessly
along with his wife, Fumie, in whatever way he was needed.  They are
wonderful additions to our amazing group of volunteers!  Our gratitude is also
extended to the UJCC Welcome Committee for donating food items for our
Friends Care pantry that were purchased for the special dressing used on the
Chinese Chicken Salad sold at our recent UJCC Asian Craft Fair.  Dr. Dick
Shimada surprised the volunteers when he arrived with jars of his wonderful
homemade umeboshi made from the fruits of his garden and prepared using
his wife’s recipe.  He shared that this was his way to show gratitude for the
obento meals that he enjoys throughout the year.  We also say thanks to
Joyce and Mel Imai for providing the lunch for volunteers on Thursday.  Fay
Nakaguchi has been providing these lunches for years and asked for someone
to fill in because she would be out-of-town on that day.  The Friends Care
Ministry is so blessed with the abundance of generosity and unselfish
volunteerism that is so freely given to enrich the lives of our seniors.

The next Friends Care obento lunch will be delivered on November 8.



The Focal Point

United Japanese Christian Church

55555 November 2019

SPRC

Greetings from the SPRC! We would like to update you on what the Staff
Parish Relations Committee has been up to lately.

We honored Rev Akiko and Rev Rae on Pastor Appreciation Day during
Sunday Worship on October 13th with our gratitude and a monetary gift from
the church community

The SPRC completed our One-on-One Listening Tour with each UJCC staff
member and each Reverend. A One-on-One Listening Tour is a time set aside
to meet with individual staff members to hear their insights, ideas and
concerns. These meetings allow us to listen to the staff and to grow and serve
the needs of the church.

The California-Nevada Annual Conference requires the SPRC to complete an
annual assessment of our Pastors. We are in the process of completing the
assessments soon.

We invite you to share your insights, ideas and concerns with the SPRC to
help us serve our congregation better. You are welcome to speak to us
privately, as a group or anonymously if that makes you most comfortable. We
prefer to have the ability to contact individuals to update them on progress with
the concerns they share with us and will keep sensitive matters private.

Thank you from the SPRC; Arlene Eberly, Sheryl Elliott, Jo Katayama, Garrett
Masterson, Norman Ocampo, David Wong, and Tom Wong.

2020 UJCC TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

We are in the process of updating the information in the UJCC Directory that
will be available in January 2020.  Please look over your information very
carefully in the directory and notify the church office of any changes or
corrections, such as names, address, zip code, telephone number or email.  If
you would like your name added to the directory and/or toban group, please let
us know.

Please inform us if your church group has any dates to add to the master
calendar in 2020.
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COMMUNITY CARE

Coming Events for Community Care

FIRM held a Fall Festival on Friday, October 25, 2019, at FIRM for neighborhood
children.  The supporting community was invited to participate in a Trunk or
Treat.  Several persons from UJCC participated and were disguised in their
costumes while having beanbag toss games and giving out candy from the
decorated trunk of a car.

Friday, November 8, 2019 @ 8-10am @ Pinedale Community Fellowship
(7061 N San Pablo Ave, Pinedale, CA 93650)  You are invited to come help pack
and distribute food boxes for our friends in Pinedale. This is a service of the
Central California Food Bank. We will be partnering with Good Neighbor Center,
Inc., an organization which supports the community of Pinedale through
relationships, mentoring, food, and clothing. For more information, please contact
Ken Kurokawa.

Pinedale Food Distribution Suspended  After 21 years, the Good Neighbor
Center will discontinue, at least temporarily, the monthly Pinedale Food Distribution
after the distribution on November 8, 2019.  We thank all the volunteers for all
their generous help.

FIRM 25th Anniversary Celebration will be held on November 1, 2019, with a
reception, food and drink, silent auction and raffle.  The founding Director of FIRM,
Rev. Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rea will share as FIRM looks back at all of the amazing
moments over their history and looks towards the future.

Team Membership  If you are interested and want more information about
Community Care, please contact someone on the CCT or chair Ken Kurokawa.
Beginning in January 2020, the Community Care Team will be led by new chair
Larry Honda.  Congrats, Larry!  Dr Ken, thank you for serving!

A Friendly Request Regarding UJCC WiFi

During worship, please log off of UJCC’s WiFi system.  This will help the
internet work more swiftly for the Sunday School classes; part of their lessons
are online.  You are welcome to log back in after worship.  Thank you!
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GENEROSITY

The Generosity Movement wrapped up October 20th and our committee hopes
that everyone was enlightened by Reverend Akiko’s motivating sermons and
were inspired by our homily presentation “Everyone’s Important In God’s Eyes.”
We would like to thank Chris Takeda, our chair, for writing this presentation;
Stephanie Kaku for making the 16 signs; and those of you who volunteered to
stand, display, and recite them to the congregation. And we hope our skit,
“Donnie, The Leaf Raker,” was moving and entertaining. I would like to
personally thank Dale & Debbie Ikeda and Korio Masumoto for their award-
winning performances and my friend, Fred Bologna, for loaning me his copy of
the play, “All I Really Need to Know I Learned In Kindergarten” from which this
scene was taken. Also deserving a thanks is Jean Yang & Rev. Hope
Kawashima who provided us with helicopter seeds. Unfortunately, they were
from Japanese maple tree, and were too small to use. So Donna Chiamori
made some with her “crafty” hands. Thank you, Donna.

The Harvest Luncheon was a big success as well. The food was delicious and
the company, even better. We appreciate the hard work from the committee
and all the volunteers who made this possible.

We all gave our pledge cards and they were consecrated at service on October
20th. If you were not able to come to church that day and have not yet turned
yours in, you can send them or bring it to church any time. We also have extra
copies in the office.  Please be sure to do that as it makes budgeting for our
finance committee much easier and helps us know how you’d like to serve
UJCC and grow in faith.

Let’s all pray for a successful year of devotion, friendship, fun, fellowship, and
discipleship in 2020.

Kaye Migaki
Stewadship Committee
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Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends

Ongoing Event

Fitness Class:  Monday’s 9:30-10:30 AM  – Luvena Jacobsen, Instructor
We’ll meet every Monday in November EXCEPT for Monday, November

11th...the office will be closed in observance of Veterans Day.

Past Event

Movie “The Tsunami and the Cherry Blossom” and Lunch - Thank You’s
Many thanks to Danny Eberly for providing us with delicious and

hearty homemade (or should we say “Churchmade”) smoked BBQ luncheon
with all of the delicious side dishes, too!  What a treat!  Danny is always so
gracious with his time and talents...we are so fortunate to be able to reap the
benefits of his BBQ’ing expertise.  Big thank you’s to Danny’s Smokin’ Crew
for their invaluable “sous-chef” skills: Mel Imai, Randy Isogawa and Dale
Kuey.

We would also like to thank: Arlene Eberly (prep and clean up), Rev.
Rae Kim (welcome prayer, audio-video technician), Doug Kuey (prep and
clean up), Leslie Shirakawa (reception), and all of you who pitched in to
clean up...your help is invaluable!

Upcoming Events
November - BREAK

We’ll be taking a break this month, but be sure to save the date for the
following special concert that will be presented at the UJCC:

Saturday, November 9th
2-4 PM at the UJCC
The Grateful Crane Ensemble from Los Angeles Presents
“Just Like Old Times—A Special Concert for Nisei and Sansei”
Free Admission and Refreshments Will Be Served

“Just Like Old Times” is the Grateful Crane Ensemble’s nostalgic
journey back to some of your favorite Japanese and American songs of all
time.  The concert promises to bring back fond memories and will be an
afternoon filled with great music and good friends.

Please refer to the flyer located in this newsletter for the list of Co-
Sponsors of this concert along with additional concert information.
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Annual Christmas Party and Luncheon at the UJCC
Thursday, December 5th at 10:30 AM
(Please Note This Revised Date)

We hope that you will be able to fellowship with us as we ring in the
Season and join together to celebrate the Birthday of our King!  We’ll have
carols to sing, games to play, lunches to eat (provided by the Sakura Chaya
Japanese Restaurant), yummy dessert to savor and more!  Join us for this
special morning of celebration and JOY!

The party/luncheon will be complimentary for all of our party go’ers,
compliments of the UMC Beulah Older Adult Grant awarded to the Tomodachi
Seniors Group and Friends in 2019.

A sign up form will be located in the fellowship hall in November...invite
a friend!!

Nikkei Birthday Party

Everyone enjoyed the Nikkei Service Center birthday party sponsored by the
United Japanese Christian Church Women’s League on October 5th.

Thank you to those who provided potluck food and brought bingo prizes. We
had background music by Lillian Garrigus and Mel Imai who called the bingo
numbers.

Lastly, kudos to the Girls Scouts and their leaders, Kristine Sakamoto and
Shelley Nakaguchi for providing 100 teacups favors that said, “Nikkei Service
Center 2019,”   Thank you to all who came to help set up and cleaned up.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

Kiku Floral (Larry and Lorrie Yamada) will once again donate 25 poinsettia
plants to help decorate the sanctuary for the Christmas season.  You may
purchase one of the poinsettias for $20.00 and dedicate the poinsettia in the
memory of a loved one.   Look for the sign up sheet in the fellowship hall.  The
poinsettias will be displayed during the holiday season; you may take your
plant home prior to Christmas day.  The proceeds from the sale will go towards
the Youth Summer Camp Program.

Thank you to Larry and Lorrie for the donation of the poinsettias.
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Did You Know?
WWII Incarceration Led to Title 13 Protections

This is the first installment in a series of monthly articles educating readers
about the upcoming decennial Census which officially launches on April 1,
2020.

Many Japanese Americans use census data to research details about their
family history that occurred before, during and even after the WWII
incarceration. While the U.S. government used census data to identify and
locate Japanese Americans leading up to their mass incarceration in
concentration camps, this infamous use of the data eventually led to
protections to keep personal census information confidential for everyone living
in the U.S.

The Census Bureau is bound by Title 13 of the U.S. Code to keep your
information confidential. Title 13 was enacted on August 31, 1954. Under Title
13, the Census Bureau cannot release any identifiable information about you,
your home, or your business, even to law enforcement agencies. The law
ensures that your private data is protected and that your answers cannot be
used against you by any government agency or court. In fact, every Census
employee takes a lifetime oath to protect your information.

After 72 years, census records are released to the public by the National
Archives and Records Administration. In accordance with the 72-Year Rule, the
National Archives released the 1930 records in April 2002 and most recently,
the 1940 records were released April 2, 2012. As a further safeguard, access
to decennial census records is restricted to all but the individual named on the
record or their legal heir.
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In Step with the Welcome Committee:

As all of you know, the Asian Cultural and Craft Fair was a huge success!  We
the Welcome Committee had the Chinese Chicken Salad Booth and we did
fabulous.  It was a great fundraiser event for us.  We would like to thank all our
local businesses and all the people who helped.  These include: Teriyaki Don,
ABEL Inc., R&N Market, China Garden Restaurant, Central Fish, Bev Herron,
Bill Tokumoto, Craig Hasegawa, Gail Renge, Janelle Saito, Joyce Imai, Joyce
Dessert, Lillian Garrigus, Norma Uragami, Marcia Chung, Yukiko Hijioka,
Clyde Yokoyama, Janice Yokoyama, Rev. Akiko Miyake-Stoner, Carol
Yamashita, Gail Yamamoto, Gary Chong, Jeanette Nishimori, Jo Katayama
(Co-Chair), Leslie Shirakawa, Linda Mayebo, and Shirley Arve.  Our success
would not have been possible without all of you.  We can’t thank you enough
for all your dedication and hard work.

We also held our 5th Sunday Fundraiser on September 29th, serving delicious
soups, sandwiches and chips.  We would like to thank all of you for supporting
our 5th Sunday Fundraiser.  As a committee, we decided to give all the
proceeds to Madison Chung, Mariah Decker, and Makenna Naoe to help them
with their Silver Award Project.  We are happy to help bring them closer to
achieving their project goal.

The holidays are around the corner.  We will be welcoming new visitors and
guests as they join us during this wonderful time of year.  Everyone in the
congregation does an amazing job greeting new visitors and making them feel
welcome.  But it is also very important to make sure that everyone we
welcome to our fellowship knows our names.  We would like to encourage you
to wear your nametags during church services and fellowship time to help
visitors and guests feel more comfortable and confident when they are meeting
us for the first time.  If you don’t have a nametag and would like one, please
put your name om the sign-up sheet at the nametag board.  And don’t forget to
return your nametag to the board each Sunday.

We are very pleased that Carolyn Scott, Gary Chong, and Marion Masada
have joined the Welcome Committee.  They will bring new ideas to help boost
our membership and community presence.  We are thrilled to have them on
board.
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NITED JAPANESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
9/23/19 thru 10/27/19

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Tina Chan: In Memory of Harry Chan, 13 years
M/M Charles Garrigus: In Memory of Joy Asami
Paulette Hiraoka: In Memories of Robert Hirasuna & Harry Hiraoka
Mine Ikeda: In Memory of Darlene Lockwood
Robert Yasuhira: In Memory of Kiyomi Hirasuna

Anna Aoki: Focal Point
Elsa Q Arada: A Token of Appreciation
Yoko Emerson: FIRM
M/M Larry Honda: Choir Fund, Adult Conference and Mission
Yuki Hijioka: Thank You Those Who Helped Me Move!
Rev. Hope Kawashima: OGHS
Jue CK Yang: OGHS

M/M D Brankow: Donation
Wilma Elliott: Donation
M/M Brian Mimura: Donation
M/M Clarence Suzuki: Donation

IN MEMORY OF MATT SAKAGUCHI

M/M Kenichi Bunden
Donna Chiamori
M/M Robert Chung
Yukiko Hijioka
Mine Ikeda
M/M Mel Imai
Virginia Kamimoto
M/M Yo Katayama

Eujeanne Kawasaki
Hope Kawashima
D/M Ken Kurokawa
Ruth Kusamura
D/M Greg Matsubara
Kaye Migaki
Mae Morita
Vivian Nomura

Doris Nii
M/M Gus Pendleton
M/M Gregg Saito
Stephanie Sumi
M/M Mitz Takayama
D/M Lindsay Takeda
M/M Victor Takeda
D/M Ken Tsutsui

CROP WALK
M/M Mike Alexander
Kathy Hirasuna
Tracy Kiritani
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FRIENDS CARE
Taro Asami
M/M Jack Coon: In Memory of Matt Sakaguchi
M/M Kenji Fukuda
M/M Frank Goishi
M/M Derek Hayashi: In Memory of Matt Sakaguchi
Karen Herberts
M/M Larry Honda
Tim Ikeda: In Memories of Darlene Lockwood & Antha Wilhite
Fumi Kawano: In Memory of Max Kawano
Lisle Funeral Home
Carole Masumoto
Mae Matsunaga
Tom Miyake
Dave Omahi
Jolly Peterson
Misako Rice
M/M Russell Takeuchi: In Memory of Matt Sakaguchi
Hiroko Tanaka
Kay Teraoka

HARVEST LUNCHEON

D/M Richard Asami
M/M Robert Chung
Mine Ikeda
M/M Mel Imai
Eujeanne Kawasaki
D/M Ken Kurokawa

Tomoko Naito
John Sato
M/M Chad Staebler
M/M Mitz Takayama
Ken Takeuchi
D/M Ken Tsutsui

TOMODACHI
M/M Charles Garrigus
Ann Yoshimura: Appreciation

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Anna Aoki: Birthday Party
M/M Richard Doi: Birthday Party
M/M Bill Misaki: Birthday Party
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