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“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert."
Isaiah 43:18-19
Dear UJCC,
We are in a season of change. On July 27, we bid a fond and loving
farewell to Rev. Sungrae, Soojin, Aiden, and Lucy who have been such
a blessing to UJCC these past 5 years. Rev. Rae has begun his new
appointment on July 1 at Aldersgate UMC, Palo Alto. Let us continue
to hold them in our prayers as they begin this new chapter.
And then, on another front, CA emerged from the tier-colored system
that dictated our activities during the pandemic. June 15 was the magic date when things went more back to “usual.” The following Sunday,
UJCC worshipped without RSVPs, entering and exiting from the same
doors, and sitting in our cloth sanctuary chairs! (All the things we used
to take for granted, right?!)
Committees, ministry groups, and small groups are now free to meet in
the church building. Please be sure to let the church office staff know
when you will be meeting by filling out a yellow reservation form in the
office. You can do so on Sundays. (The church office remains closed
for the time being, but plans on reopening soon.) If your group prefers,
you are also welcome to continue meeting over Zoom. The church
account is available to you. Please contact Kathie Sakamoto if you’d
like to set up a Zoom meeting.
With seasons of change come questions. When will we meet our new
Associate Pastor? How will their God-given gifts enrich and inspire us?
How will UJCC be a blessing to them? When will we be able to sing
again in worship? When will we be able to enjoy lunch together during
Sunday Fellowship Time once again? In the midst of these and many
other questions, we turn to God in prayer and with hope. God reminds
us that God’s got the Big Picture in mind and God will unfold and reveal
the answers when the time is right.
With seasons of change also comes excitement. God has something
amazing in store for us! God is dreaming with our church family and
leadership about new expressions of ministry and connection that will
spring forth! Surely these will be beyond our wildest imaginings…
That’s just the way God works!
Let us continue to place our hope and trust in God’s timing and everpresent grace.
Summer blessings!
Akiko
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Joys and Concerns
Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path.” God is our constant companion and guide. We give thanks for
God’s presence with us, encouraging us and helping us to grow. Resting in God’s grace with us, we lift these prayers together:
Hisaye Naito
June Kishi
Paras Family

We pray for concerns in our church community…
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

All who are in a time of transition, including Rev. Sungrae Kim and
family Soojin, Aiden, and Lucy as they settle in at Aldersgate UMC,
his new appointment; Rev. Roger Morimoto (retirement); and Susie
Nakagawa who moved into Vintage Gardens in June;
Those on hospice care, including Judy Frost, a dear friend of Mike
and Carol Swezey;
Hanako, a friend of Garrett and Ritsuko Masterson, whose sister is
in her last days in Japan; she is unable to visit her due to COVID
restrictions. We pray for their peace;
Those who need God’s direction and guidance, including Darlene,
Karen Taylor’s sister;
For safety and protection for Bryce Swezey, who graduated in criminology last year, as he begins a job in the Soledad prison;
Those with health concerns, including Jetene and Steve (Carol
Yamashita’s co-workers), Debbie (Paul Yamashita’s assistant who
had a mild stroke); and Alan Wong, who underwent an MRI last
month;
Those who are recovering, including Kathie Sakamoto who broke
her wrist in June, Robert Chung who is recovering from a ruptured
appendix, and Margaret Goddard from surgery at Stanford;

For those who grieve…
•

•
•

The loved ones of Cosh Ng, who passed away June 15; we lift special prayers of comfort for her husband Calvin, her son Kevin, her
daughter Kaelin, and their families;
The loved ones of Richard Sasaki, Bill Tokumoto’s cousin, who
passed away recently;
The family and friends of Roy Teragouchi, Bev Yatabe’s brother-inlaw, who passed away May 24; special prayers for his wife Jackie;
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The loved ones of Joan Nakashima, Rev. Hope Kawashima’s sister, who passed away on May 24;
The family and friends of Yoshi Yamamoto, Rev. Hope Kawashima’s son-in-law and Becky Wong’s brother-in-law, who
passed away Tuesday, May 18, after a short struggle with liver and
pancreatic cancer;
The loved ones of Diane Honda’s cousin, Art Yotsuya, who passed
away May 19 from a long illness;
The loved ones of Don Fullman, Diane Honda’s cousin’s husband
who died from complications of COVID in June; we lift prayers for
Diane, for Don’s wife April, and their daughter Jocelyn;

For our wider community and the world…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Japan and its COVID surge;
those affected by mass shootings recently, including our siblings in
San Jose;
peace in all lands and in all hearts, especially for the seemingly
eternal battle in Israel and Palestine; we pray for a good solution
that honors both sides;
All those walking in fear: prayers for peace and strength;
An end to violence towards Asian Americans…and an end to violence in general;
Americans struggling financially, especially owners of restaurants
and small businesses and those dealing with unemployment and
eviction;
Healing of our country and strength for our leadership;
For people who are homeless that God will help us discern how
best to support their physical, spiritual, and mental needs;
For all essential workers;
For the ongoing threat, illness, and death caused by the Coronavirus;
For our veterans and service personnel: for their safety and for
peace to reign;
For increased understanding and empathy between people with
different perspectives;
For all who experience trauma and fear due to war;
For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care for
them;
For refugees all over the world;

For God’s goodness in our community…
•
•

For those celebrating birthdays, including Bill Tokumoto on June
20;
Praise for Katsuyo Howard who is the CCAPW Education Award
Recipient (Central CA Asian Pacific Women);
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Joy for the marriage of Margaret Goddard and Tami Ramage on
May 19;
Joy for the revitalization of our UJCC community as we emerge
from the pandemic, especially evident at the Community Care
Team fundraiser in May.

If we have made any other errors, we apologize and would appreciate
any corrections! If you have any changes or additions to our prayer list,
please let Akiko know (akiko@ujcclife.com or 322-0701).
_____________________________________________

A Note from the Moderator
Summer is here! I hope that you are able to get some relief from the
heat. With the state recently opening, some of us are feeling a bit freer
in venturing out to see family, friends, and perhaps even travel a bit
more than we have in this past year and a half. As we continue to
“open-up” within our church, our community, state and more… may you
continue to be safe and stay healthy.
Some Board of Director news and church info updates:
A. Reopening – June 13th was the last Sunday in which we required
making reservations for church attendance. We encourage you to
use your best judgement in safety practices throughout service.
Additionally, there will be some chairs set up in the back that allow
for a greater amount of spacing. We will continue with wearing
masks as well. Online worship continues to be available. Many
thanks again to the Reopening committee for meeting throughout
this time and readjusting guidelines, …most importantly being
thoughtful for the safety of all.
B. Internet Services –Ted Uyesaka has been working diligently with
Comcast. We are hopeful that by the end of June our internet services should be much improved. Many thanks to Ted and the Property committee.
C. Stay tuned for updates – UJCC Rummage Sale, and UJCC Craft
Faire (HYBRID) are back on the calendar! Thank you to Carol/Paul
Yamashita, and Gail/Mike Yamamoto.
D. Flu Vaccination Clinic- the BOD determined to forego the offer by
the CPESN/Community Pharmacy Enhanced Services Network) in
holding a Vaccination clinic at UJCC.
E. Several of our ministries have been quite busy this past month …
Community Care Team held a very successful fundraiser (Box
Lunches, and the CCT sale of a variety of handmade items from
jewelry, scrubbies, dish towels, and so much more) …. Tomodachi
held a fun “Aloha Summertime” drive thru event… Always delightful
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to see everyone come thru to pick up their meals! …Property committee as noted above is setting UJCC up with a more efficient line of
Internet service…. SPRC is diligently working on how to fill Rev. Rae’s
shoes in the area of media/video editing/spiritual support during
livestream opportunities… and more…. Finance Committee is a never-ending job as they continue to keep diligent track of funds, bank
balances, investments, reserves (I am personally quite thankful for Dr.
Ken Kurakawa and his committee …. As this is not a strong area for
meJ)
This past Sunday was “Farewell Sunday” for Rev. Rae, Soojin, Aiden, and
Lucy. We shared so many heartfelt thoughts of how they have gifted us in
so many ways. As we heard many times throughout the celebration… It is
very difficult to see them go… yet we wish them the very best as they transition to their new home at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Palo
Alto, CA.
Many thanks to all that were able to attend and share their love for Rev.
Rae and his family.
Special thanks to Kevin Watkins and Rev Akiko who led this committee in
putting together such a special and memorable celebration.
I continue to invite you to please feel free to contact me by text, or by
email anytime.
I will do my best to respond and navigate through any questions you may
have.
Arlene Eberly
559-960-4044/arlene.eberly@sbcglobal.net
___________________________________________________________

Celebrating Rev. Roger’s Retirement
Rev. Roger Morimoto is the founding pastor of UJCC; he is the one who
felt called by God’s vision to federate the Japanese Congregational and
Methodist churches to make UJCC what it is today. He will be retiring
June 30 and UJCC is compiling messages and photos in an appreciation
book. On upcoming Sundays, you are welcome to come to church and
sign the book with a congratulatory word and blessing and bring in photos.
You can also email Akiko (akiko@ujcclife.com) messages and photos until
mid-July and we will make sure they get into the book. Many thanks to
Beverly Herron and Jean Yang for heading up this special project!
____________________________________

Worship Volunteers
As of August 1, 2021, we will start having regular worship service. Due to
COVID, we are reaching out to you, if you are still willing to continue to
serve under these circumstance as either Worship Leaders, Ushers,
Greeters or Communion Stewards. Thank you.
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Community Care Happenings
Bento Fundraiser - On May 23, the Community Care Team held a
bento fundraiser with a drive-through pickup and a parking lot sale
of miscellaneous crafted items.
All proceeds will benefit CCT ministries like FIRM, Good Neighbor
Food Distribution, Pinedale School, Dakota Eco Gardens, Earth
Angel Baby Mission Project, and Red Cross. Thank you to all donors
for your generous donations for the bentos, crafts, and cookies. The
donations amounted to almost $3,000! We also had umeboshi donated
by Dr. Shimada. Jewelry was donated by Jeanette Nishimori, Joyce Imai
and Carolyn Scott. Other crafts were made by Hiromi Somawang, Day
Kusakai, Stephanie Kaku, Diane Honda, Ruri Honda, and Karen Kurokawa.
Special thanks to Dan Eberly for BBQing the chicken and his helpers,
Jon Church, Carl Eberly, Larry Honda, Ken Kurokawa, and special
thank you to Glenn Nakaguchi and David Wong for helping to cook the
chicken. Thanks to Brenda Nagata (bento boxes) and Glenn & Fay Nakaguchi (salad ingredients). Special thank you to Carolyn Scott, Arlene
Eberly and David Wong for volunteering to help fill the bentos, along
with CCT members Brenda, Day, Tina, Fay, Stephanie, Diane, and Larry. Special thank you to David Wong and sons Jonah, Luke and Matthew for helping with the Bento pickup along with CCT members Ken
and Dan. Special thank you to Joyce Imai and Carolyn Scott for helping
at the crafts tables, along with Diane, Day, Stephanie K and Jeanette.
Thank you to all of the CCT members who helped bake cookies, and
special thank you to Hiromi Somawang who made especially large
batches of cookies! We had enough cookies leftover to pack for sale at
the crafts tables!
Future Events for Community Care
If you are interested in joining us, please contact Larry Honda (chair) or
members of the CCT.
____________________________________________________

Got Photos?
Do you have hard copies of photos from UJCC events and ministries?
They can be more recent or from years ago. We are looking to start
scanning and archiving them. Please bring them in to the church office;
we will return them to you after they are scanned. If you have questions, please contact Akiko (akiko@ujcclife.com or 559-325-4563).
Thank you!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO FOLD ORIGAMI
CRANES FOR THE COMMEMORATION OF THE
BOMBINGS OF HIROSHIMA AND NAGASKI
In the May Newsletter, it was announced that UJCC would participate in
the events to commemorate the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
August 1945 again this year. The event will be different from last year
as ceremonies will be held at the Peace Park at Fresno State University
on August 6 at 8:00 a.m.; the time that the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. A second ceremony will be held on August 9 at the Shinzen
Gardens at Woodward Park at 11:00 a.m.; the time the bomb was
dropped on Nagasaki.
Volunteers are needed to fold the origami cranes that will be used to
decorate the sites of both ceremonies. If you would like to help, you
may use six-inch paper that you already have whether the paper has a
solid color or any type of design. If you need paper, UJCC has a supply
on hand that you can obtain as follows:
1. Pick up the paper when you attend Sunday service
2. Contact Neil Campbell at 559-593-8908 to arrange a time for him to
meet you at the church
3. Contact Irene Ikeda at 559-355-0476 and she will deliver them to
you
The folded cranes are needed by July 15. This will let us know how
many cranes have been folded, plan the decoration at each site, and
provide enough time to string the cranes.
Volunteers are also needed to string the cranes on six-foot strands
and to help set up the displays the day before each event. Please
contact Beverly Like-Herron at 559-287-9632 if you would like to help
with either of these activities.
The Fresno Betsuin is also providing cranes for this year’s events. Their
cranes will decorate the pathway to the ceremony and separate from the
UJCC’s cranes that will decorate statues and the trees at both sites,
depending on the number of cranes that have been folded.
If you have any questions, please feel free to call Beverly or me. Your
participation in this event to remember the tragedy of the past and
spread the word of peace to our community will be greatly appreciated.
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Sunday School
On Sunday June 6. 2021 we celebrated our Jr. High graduates: Aiko
Abe, Paul Ocampo, Annalyse Oh, Emmanuel Sagrado, and Grace
Uyesaka. Our High school Graduates: Isabela Hamasaki, Nicholas
(Nick) Ishihara, Erik Kizior, Ryan Naoe, Alex Nii, Ryan Nishimoto, Makayla Oh, Isaiah Plum, Jacob Saavedra, Emma Lynn Sagrado, Elijah
Takeuchi, Taylor Tanaka, Jonah Wong, Landon Yamada and Drew
Yamamura.

Jr High Graduate
High School Graduates

Jr. High & High School Graduates
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After service we had a box lunch cooked by: Kevin Watkins, David
Wong, Bob Hamasaki. Chad Staebler and Randy Isogawa. Chips were
donated by: Bob & Beverly Hamasaki. Thank you for cooking and the
donations of chips.
We would also like to thank Rana Yamamura for making the candy Leis
for the Jr. High graduates.
We are also happy and excited to announce that we will be having
Summer Sunday School starting on July 11, 2021-August 8, 2021 in
house at UJCC during service. This is for Preschool-6th grade (previous
grade.) Therefore, students and teachers will go directly to the Preschool room: We will start here then go to the 5th and 6th grade room.
Some of the protocols of safety that we will be keeping for the time being is that everyone will be required to wear a mask, we will be wiping
down bathrooms and classrooms. Therefore, we will be sanitizing before and after Sunday School. We are excited and looking forward to
seeing the Sunday School students in person.
On another note please mark your calendars for Rally Sunday it will be
on August 22, 2021. At this time we will be following the same Safety
protocols as Summer Sunday School. Also, please fill out a registration
form before August 22, 2021. The registration form will be sent to you
by e-mail. Once filled out send back to UJCC either by e-mail or regular
mail which is preferred because sometimes the e-mail ones don’t scan
correctly or are hard to read. Thank You!
Mary-Kay and Kathie
Sunday School Co-Superintendents
____________________________________________

Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends
July has arrived! We wish you a lovely month of celebrations
dedicated to our freedom, our independence, our country and our culture!

Our Tomodachi programming will take a break through the Summer months and we’ll reconvene in the Fall. Be on the lookout in
future newsletters as to the specifics of our Autumn event. Until
then, Happy Summertime, friends!
Aloha Summertime Event - Thank You’s
Many thanks to EVERYONE who helped out at our June Bento
& Blessings drive-thru event--we couldn’t have pulled it off without you!
Mahalo to: Rev. Akiko Miyake-Stoner, Rev. Sungrae Kim, Soojin,
Aiden and Lucy for greeting with such Aloha Spirit...grass skirts, ukulele and all! Thank you to our Aloha Crew: Tina Chan, Marcia Chung,
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Joyce Dessert, Jo Katayama, Brian Kurasaki, Miharu Nakamura,
Jeanette Nishimori, Beth Renge Masumoto and Bill Tokumoto.
Kenji’s Teriyaki Grill provided a delicious boxed lunch; Kiku
Floral provided the beautiful floral leis for our greeters.
Mahalo to Maddie Ham and Ryan Yost for graciously volunteering to help us prep for the event--they’re fast becoming experts at
helping us out!
Apple iPad Loan Program for Seniors Made Possible by the 2021
UMC Beulah Grant
Please contact Janelle Saito or Arlene Eberly if you are interested in
the loan of an iPad to access virtual worship and other events and programming.
DVD copies of the Sunday worship services are available upon request. Please contact Janelle Saito if you would like to receive a DVD.
Senior Corner
Welcome to our “Senior Corner”. If you’d like to share something
about yourself that others might not know, we’d love to learn a little bit
more about you! Contact Arlene Eberly or Janelle Saito to share...or
we’ll reach out to you, too!

Linda Mayebo
What are some facts that no one may know about you?
People are always surprised to hear that I was born in North Korea. A
fact that folks are even more surprised to hear about is that…. when I
was a baby, my Mother put me in a basket on her back and fled to
South Korea. I feel very fortunate to be here. I lived in South Korea
until I was 4, then moved to Los Angeles where I was raised until 7th
grade. My Father bought a farm, and my next home was in Reedley,
California. I met my husband when I was 14 years old and a freshman
in high school. Many people are surprised to hear that fact as well….I
mean that I have been with my husband since I was 14!
What have you been doing during the Covid 19 Pandemic?
Throughout this pandemic time, my husband and I have stayed very
close to home for everyone’s safety.
What advice can you share?
My overall advice…. “be safe instead of sorry”.
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SAVE THE DATE * SAVE THE DATE *
SAVE THE DATE
The UJCC Central Valley Asian Cultural and Crafts Fair 2021
(Live In-Person and Virtual Event)
Live In-Person Show
Saturday, September 18, 2021 (10am to 4pm)
at the United Japanese Christian Church
On-Line Virtual Show
Saturday, September 18 thru Sunday, October 3, 2021
(Shopping available 24 hours during these days)
The United Japanese Christian Church Central Valley Asian
Cultural and Crafts Fair is dedicated to outreach, connecting
and serving for the glory of God. We Praise God for leading
and guiding and for all of our supporters to this wonderful
event.

The UJCC Central Valley Asian Cultural and Crafts

Fair -Our Mission
To enable UJCC to continue to achieve specific goals and further
our ministry programming
To Celebrate and Honor the Diversity of Asian Cultures and Traditions
To invest in our youth (the next generation of believers and
church leaders)
in an extraordinary way

To Support and Recognize our Talented and Gifted Vendors,
Neighboring Churches,
and Businesses
To Provide an outreach event to the community around us for a
day of fellowship
and fun with family and friends
To Provide an Opportunity for UJCC to come together as one
church family
and Serve God side by side
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Cub Scouts Pack 199
by Doug Tanaka - Cubmaster
The Cub Scouts are slowly getting back to normal life. The scouts
participated in the Memorial Day celebration at Roeding Park. The Cub
Scouts help clean up the area around the Japanese American War Memorial on Sunday. The Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts help rake up old
leaves, sweep the steps and power wash the war memorial. Then on
Memorial Day the Cub Scouts participated in the ceremony honoring
the fallen Japanese American soldiers. The Cub Scout also had a celebration to recognize all the Scouts that have advanced to their next
ranks. We had one scout who attained his Arrow of Light which is the
highest rank you can achieve in Cub Scouts.
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UNITED JAPANESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
5/24/21 thru 6/27/21
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
D/M Richard Asami: In Memories of Chiyomi Inouye, George Kiyomoto, M/M
Richard Kurushima, Joe Matsuo, Nobuko, McGee, Lilly Ogawa, Rosie
Okajima, May Oji, Jolly Peterson, & Takako Renge
M/M Charles Garrigus: In Memory of Joy Asami
Hope Kawashima: In Memory of Joan Nakashima
Day Kusakai: In Memories of Hiro & Kent Kusakai
Tomoko Naito: Memorial Day Offering: In Memories of Eisaku, Tomo, Emiko,
& Tom Naito
D/M Ken Tsutsui: In Memory of John Yakura
Gary Wong: In Memory of Lana Wong
D/M Wallace Yang: In Memories of Lana Wong & Joan Nakashima
Robert Yasuhira: In Memory of Henry Yasuhira
First Presbyterian Church: Earth Angel Mission
Eiko Holmes: Memorial Service
M/M Larry Honda: Earth Angel Mission
Irene Ikeda: Choir Fund
Hope Kawashima: Jonah Wong’s graduation
M/M Gus Pendleton: Building Fund
Pamela Pesenti: Earth Angel Mission
Bill Tokumoto: Senior Care Response Team
M/M Than Aw: Donation
Tamar & Janna Bedoyan: Donation

IN MEMORY OF TARO ASAMI
M/M Steve Domoto
M/M Charles Garrigus
Stan Morita
M/M Victor Takeda
IN MEMORY OF MEL IMAI
D/M Richard Asami
M/M Charles Garrigus
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IN MEMORY OF REV. SABURO MASADA
D/M Richard Asami
Charlene Kiyuna
Marion Masada
IN MEMORY OF COSH NG
M/M Donald Katayama
M/M Arnold Nakamura
Kaye Migaki
D/M Wallace Yang
IN MEMORY OF HELEN SHIRAKAWA
D/M Richard Asami
Hiroko Tanaka
IN MEMORY OF ROY TERAGOUCHI
M/M Dan Eberly
Lisle Funeral Home
M/M Gregg Saito
Jackie Teragouchi
MEMORY OF YOSHI YAMAMOTO
D/M Richard Asami
Yukiko Hijioka
Hope Kawashima
D/M Wallace Yang
IN HONOR OF REV. RAE
D/M John Damrose
M/M Marc Juteau
M/M Mark Kizior
IN HONOR OF FATHER’S DAY
D/M Paul Yamashita: Happy Father’s Day, Dad; Kiyoshi Renge
D/M Paul Yamashita: In Memories of Yoshiro Yamashita & Roy Yamashita
D/M Paul Yamashita: In Memories of Kanichi Renge, Howard Renge, Nobuo
Renge, James Renge, David Ogawa, & Minoru Okubo
D/M Paul Yamashita: In Memories of Arajiro Watari, Makoto Watari, Fred
Watari, & Joe Korematsu

United Japanese Christian Church

The Focal Point

July 2021
COMMUNITY CARE

M/M Brian Wong
FRIENDS CARE
Tim Ikeda: In Honor of Cosh Ng and Friends Care
Tim Ikeda: Thanks for M/M Dan Eberly “Ministry of food”
Tim Ikeda: In Memories of Dorothy Ikeda, Mel Imai, Richard & Frances Kurushima, and Taro Asami
Gary, Gordon, & Anthony Yamamoto: In Memory of Anna Yamamoto
Hiromi Somawang: In Memory of Cosh Ng
SUNDAY SCHOOL
M/M Glenn Nakaguchi
M/M Russell Takeuchi: In Appreciation Rev. Rae
TOMODACHI
M/M Yo Katayama: In Appreciation
M/M David Kreller
M/M Dick Naito
Aiko Snavely: Memorial Service
Hideko Taniguchi
Eiko Urie
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