
 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
What a wonderful Harvest Meal we celebrated on October 20! Seeing you all fellowshipping 
and enjoying a beautiful meal at the festively decorated tables really warmed my heart! I am 
so grateful for your presence there and for the Harvest Meal committee, led by Norma 
Uragami, Donna Chiamori, & Joyce Imai.  
 
As we wrap up the Generosity Movement this year, I’m so heartened by your commitments to 
UJCC that you made during the month of October. It’s so beautiful to read the slips of paper 
you turned in during worship on which you have committed yourselves to generous living and 
growing in faith: through more Bible Study, through a more active prayer life, through having a 
“faith buddy” to share your walk with Christ, through listening to Christian music… Equally 
inspiring are the ways you have committed to growing in your spirit of generosity through 
sharing your time and talents: serving on UJCC committees and participating in various 
ministries, through kindness towards strangers, through serving at our big UJCC events… And 
also uplifting is your commitment to the sharing of your treasures for building up the Body of 
Christ here at UJCC; you are standing on the shoulders of giants, uplifted by the legacy of our 
great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1). You are part of a great tradition of sacrificial giving 
here at UJCC. 3 examples: 
 

UJCC wouldn’t be here today if it weren’t for the Issei and Nisei, the first and second 
generation Japanese-Americans. These ancestors in faith—some of whom make up an 
essential part of our church family today—gave most fully of their time, talents, 
treasures, service, and witness to build up our mother Congregational and Methodist 
churches. This includes sometimes literally having raised the walls of the building. ·  
 
Then, after the Redress movement in the 1980’s when each individual who was 
incarcerated during World War II received a token $20,000 in reparations, many church 
members donated the entire sum to building the building we worship in today. This is 
part of the reason we are blessed with not having a mortgage today. It is this spirit of 
generosity that has given us a good foundation. It is their spirits of generosity that 
continue to fill us and surround us as a great cloud of witnesses. 



 
In the past few years, UJCC has been the beneficiary of the generosity of two of our 
faithful members, Yorko Abiko and Tomi Minabe. In their end-of-life planning, they 
bequeathed generous financial gifts that continue to overwhelm us. Their contributions 
help keep ministry at UJCC vibrant. Truly their legacy will be long-lasting and their love 
for us will continue to be felt in this way for generations to come. 
 

It’s because these ancestors in faith believed so strongly in their church. They wanted to 
respond to God’s goodness to them. It is this same legacy we are now equipped and inspired 
to live into now.  
 
In this season of gratitude, I have so much to be grateful for. I am indeed thankful for all the 
expressions of generosity in the life and history of UJCC. I am also grateful for the big deal the 
SPRC made for Pastor Appreciation Sunday. (I honestly didn’t know such a thing existed before 
coming to UJCC.) The cake of our huge faces continues to make Rev. Rae and me laugh! We 
are both very touched by your kind gifts to us, too. We are so spoiled by our UJCC family; 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts! And thank you again to the SPRC for your love and 
support!  
 
Autumnal blessings!  
 
Akiko 


