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Dear UJCC and Friends,
There is a joke in our family from my childhood. For a significant chunk
of my early growing-up years, when someone would ask, “What do you
want to be when you grow up?” little Akiko would answer, “A waitress
at Denny’s.” Perhaps this was because having breakfast there was
always associated with vacation. I also was intrigued by the timers
they brought to the table; if your Grand Slam wasn’t out before it went
off, your meal was free; this added excitement and suspense to the
meal! (Looking back on that now, how stressful that must have been for
the poor cooks!) Yet the number one reason I loved Denny’s was because they had really cool children’s menus: printed in color, folded in
the middle like a book, with cute and interesting pictures included (I
especially loved the little human faces that made a border around the
entire thing). The host would also give us kids a new box of crayons
along with this amazing menu. With all the fun activities and puzzles,
it’s a wonder I paid any attention at all to the meal.
Well, my childhood occupational goals were never realized…God obviously had a different idea of how I should serve the world, but because
of these associations I made in childhood, I hold Denny’s near and
dear to my heart to this day.
The reason I share this memory is to show what a difference a little
intention and thought can make to kids. A menu and a box of crayons
may seem like a small thing to adults, but they really made a big difference to me…So much so that I wanted to go to Denny’s whenever we
ate out. Their kids’ menu made me feel special, like they cared enough
to do something “just for kids.”
Now, shifting gears to look at our ministry at UJCC, I wonder how we
can capture this same spirit: to show care and welcome to kids (and
their parents). How can we make them feel special and help them to
know God loves them? What are the things (little and small) that can
make them want to come back and be a part of our amazing faith community?
As you know, UJCC is part of the Healthy Church Initiative (HCI) cohort, a process through our United Methodist denomination to help us
take concrete steps to be a congregation that is welcoming and embracing of young families. At every meeting and in planning every
event, our coach encourages us to ask: “How is this welcoming or beneficial to young families?” “How will young families feel the love of
Christ and UJCC through this event?” He says this should be our mantra in everything we do; it will focus us on our goals of spreading God’s
love to young families.
I’m so grateful to say UJCC has a diverse and growing HCI group,
learning and helping us think about these questions that are integral to
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our church’s vital future. All are welcome to join this exciting effort! At
this point, we are meeting monthly for an hour over Zoom. We would
love to have your voice and passion as we move forward!
One last note: We know that people in different seasons of life have different needs. By focusing on young families, our vision is to serve them
and respond to the yearnings and priorities in their spiritual lives. This
does not take away from our hospitality and welcome to everyone for
Everyone Is Always Welcome At UJCC! In this moment in time, we are
simply being intentional to reach out to young families. After we are successful in that, we will move on to another group of people so all might
know the grace and peace of Christ through UJCC’s Body of Christ.
If you have any questions or thoughts, the UJCC HCI cohort and I would
love to hear them! As we begin this new school year (even though it
looks a bit different…again) and we begin our fall ministry at UJCC,
please join us in asking these questions: “How is this welcoming or beneficial to young families?” “How will young families feel the love of Christ
and UJCC through this event?”
Blessings and peace to you!
Akiko

Joys and Concerns
Jeremiah 29:11 says, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the
LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.’” God’s always got the Big Picture in mind. Let us trust
God and find rest as we lift these prayers:
Hisaye Naito
June Kishi
Paras Family
We pray for concerns in our church community…

•

For peace and wholeness for those with physical health concerns,
including:
• Arnold Nakamura (heart troubles);
• Laura (Bev Herron’s sister-in-law with renal failure);
• Danny Salazar (a friend of Anthony and Carol Contreras who suffered a brain aneurysm & stroke and gratitude for his nurse and
close friend watching over him);
• Becky Messer’s 3rd grade teacher and a church friend from her
childhood, both of whom have spent time in the ICU;
• Marie (Margaret Goddard-Ramage’s granddaughter’s other grandmother, undergoing surgery soon for kidney trouble; special prayers for her son Erik who is struggling with his mom’s illness);
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For those who grieve…

•
•
•

•

For the family and friends of Mary Ann Philipps (a friend of Danny and Arlene Eberly who served as the US Area Y’s Men’s
President);
For the loved ones of Ron Webb (a colleague of Danny Eberly
from Clovis High, much beloved by the community);
For the family and friends of Eli Rivera, Norman Ocampo’s stepfather, who passed away in the Philippines in July; especially for
Eli’s wife Rev. Eunice;
For the family and friends of Rich Shimoda who passed away
Friday, July 23 from COVID, he was in his late 70's. He ran the
bowling pro shop at Bowlero on Blackstone. (friend of Kevin &
Mary-Kay Watkins and Joyce Imai);

For our wider community and the world…
• Prayers for students, teachers, parents, staff, and administrators as they begin a new school year;
• Those displaced and affected by the fires: people, animals,
plants, trees…;
• For safety and protection against the surges in COVID cases
and the Delta variant throughout the world;
• For our veterans and service personnel;
• For increased understanding and empathy between people with
different perspectives;
• For all who experience trauma and fear due to war;
• For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care
for them;
• For refugees all over the world;
For God’s goodness in our community…

•
•

Thanksgiving for Etsu Katsura who recently moved to the Windham! She is doing well, sends her regards, and would love a
visit!
Gratitude for the Zoom Nichigo-Bu Retreat and the Healthy
Church Initiative Workshop, both held August 7!

If we have made any other errors, we apologize and would appreciate
any corrections! If you have any changes or additions to our prayer list,
please let Akiko know (akiko@ujcclife.com or 322-0701).
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For all who experience trauma and fear due to war;
For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care for
them;
For refugees all over the world;

For God’s goodness in our community…
•
•
•

•

Gratitude for the UCC’s General Synod which took place virtually
July 11-18;
Joy for Lauren Sembritzki (daughter of Thom and Melanie) and Michael Galli were married July 16!;
Thanksgiving for Charles Michael Yang, born to Chris and Karsha
Yang, on Tuesday, June 22! Proud grandparents are Wally and
Jean!;
Joy for Aiko Snavely, who celebrated a birthday on July 5!

If we have made any other errors, we apologize and would appreciate
any corrections! If you have any changes or additions to our prayer list,
please let Akiko know (akiko@ujcclife.com or 322-0701).

________________________________
THANK YOU
Dear UJCC
I was completely surprised and touched to receive the memory boo in
honor of my retirement. Twenty years have passed since I served
UJCC but in many ways, it does feel like it was yesterday. Our time together was truly and amazing and transformative time for both the congregation and for me. I will forever be grateful!
I will be going through the book time after time because it triggers so
many encouraging feelings and remembrances.
I cannot thank you enough for such a special gift!
I wish you the very best in the ministry of the church. All of your hearts
are so warm and special.
Love,
Roger
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A Note from the Moderator
The last day of summer is September 22, and the new school year has
begun for students, teachers, administrators, and supporting staff. We
have students/teachers/staff returning to school for the first time for in person sessions, some returning to online instruction, and some entering hybrid instruction. Wishing you all the best as you enter the 21-22 school
year.
Info, updates and more:

A. UJCC Art Show (Aug 22-29)-Thank you to Garrett Masterson for
organizing this event. We are hoping that many of you have been
able to stop by church to browse the art displays submitted by
your fellow UJCC friends.
B. 2021 UJCC Central Valley Asian Cultural & Crafts Fair – September 18th will be the “in-person” event. Additionally available is the
Virtual Event that will go from September 18th -October 3rd. Make
sure to visit the craft fair “in person” or “virtually” as well as sharing
this event with friends and family. Many thanks to the committee
for their many hours in organizing UJCC’s first hybrid craft fair –
Carol/Paul Yamashita, and Michael/Gail Yamamoto.
C. Healthy Church Initiative - Last Saturday, I was able to participate
in a training for the Healthy Church Initiative. UJCC was well represented at this training with the following attendees: Garrett Masterson, Norman Ocampo, Rev. Akiko, Crystal Togo, Carol Visitacion, Kristine Sakamoto-Kuzma, Kathie Sakamoto, Mike Alexander, Nathan Nakamura, and myself. The general mission for
UJCC’s HCI revolves around “reaching out and connecting with
young families.”
Throughout the training, there were multiple opportunities of reflection … asking and answering questions such as… “Why are
we doing this?” …” What is the purpose?” … “What is the impact?”
Ultimately… in the end… we could summarize that together we
are investors… We invest in “you”, we invest in “each other” ….
We invest in “UJCC” … “its purpose and mission”. This training
certainly made us think and contemplate on what we do currently
as well as create and formulate possible new ideas.
Perhaps you too can take a moment and respond to the following:
How has UJCC changed you? What else can we/I do?... Finally,
think of one person, or one family that you too might be able to
reach out to?
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D. Nominations Committee – in a couple of weeks this committee
will be starting a very important role for UJCC. The Nomination’s committee meets prior to the Annual Meeting in November. Their primary role is to nominate individuals to the Board of
Directors, Administrative Council, and Ministries Council as
specified to be elected at the Annual Meeting. The 2021 committee consists of Reverend Akiko, Gayle Matsubara, Kathie
Sakamoto, Iris Hiraga, Victor Takeda, and myself. Hold this
committee in your prayers as we move forward to review the
needs of the church, discuss, and deliberate on how and who
can we reach out to, as well as follow through on making these
most important connections and contacts in the next 2-3
months.
E. Fall Kick-off – If you were able to partake in the Aug. 22nd “Fall
kick off” I am sure you were able to enjoy all that was planned
and put in place. The art show, ice cream, crafts and more….
This event was open to and enjoyed by folks of all ages...!!!
Thank you to the Sunday School Team, and Rev. Akiko for
starting our 2021-2022 Sunday School year off with so much
fun!!!
Enjoy what’s left of Summer!!!
Stay cool and safe everyone!!!
Please feel free to contact me by text, or by email anytime.
I will do my best to respond and navigate through any questions you
may have.
Arlene Eberly
559-960-4044/arlene.eberly@sbcglobal.net
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Social Media
Grace and peace be with you beloved brothers and sisters!
My name is Nathan Nakamura and I am the media specialist at
UJCC. Recently, I have been trying to help our church get more involved in social media for a couple of reasons:
1) Our church is currently trying to reach young families. Consequently, since the majority of young people are now on social
media, we need to have a social media presence in order to
love them more effectively. In essence, we try to meet people
where they are rather than forcing them to come to us.
2) Most people only spend 1 hour of their week at church. At
times, this is the only time they spend with God as well. Yet
people tend to browse through social media several times every single day. Therefore, social media can be an organic way
to get people to interact with God or a church community during the other 167 hours of the week.
For these reasons, it is important for us to stop thinking of social media as a tool that allows us to do ministry and see it as its own
individual ministry. It can certainly have a very positive impact on our
community as long as we use it well. However, I need your help in order to do that! If we want to be the hands and feet of Jesus on social
media, then we need to work together in order to become more effective. Therefore, I would really, REALLY appreciate it if you could do the
following for our social media:
1) Go to www.facebook.com/ujccclovis and like our page. This
will ensure that our content will show up on your Facebook
news feed. Otherwise, you can go to our Facebook page quite
often since I make posts almost everyingle day.
2) Comment on our posts. In order for Facebook posts to become
more visible, the algorithm checks to see how much people are
engaging with posts. In particular, the algorithm heavily prioritizes comments on posts. Thus, a comment, no matter how
short, can make a big difference.
3) React with emojis rather than simply leaving a like. Apparently,
likes for Facebook posts no longer have as much weight as
emojis. As a result, it can be more beneficial to react with a
heart rather than just a like.

4) Share a post. Sharing allows other people that you know to
see a specific Facebook post as well. So, if you personally
benefitted from some of the content or know someone who
might, then sharing is caring.
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5) Interact with the media. Sometimes I post photos, videos, or
stories to our page. Facebook measures whether you actually
check out the content and how long you check it out. For this
reason, it is really helpful if you watch a video from beginning to
end or interact with the photos. The more you watch, the more
visible our posts can become to other people.
I fully recognize that all of these steps will require extra work or
effort from you. However, I also want to remind you that you can potentially change someone’s life with one post. It could certainly be the start
of someone’s journey to know God or an encouraging word that helps
someone to keep going. We may not always see the fruit of our labor,
but it is always worth it. Not only that, but by blessing others, you are
often blessed yourself.
If you still need further assistance, I will soon be making a post
on our church blog with more detailed instructions about how to do the
aforementioned steps. Additionally, you can always feel free to contact
me at worship@ujcclife.com or send a message to our church Facebook if you have any questions. Thank you very much and may God
bless you all the more abundantly!
Nathan Nakamura

_________________________________________________

How well do you know your “old” hymns?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Dentist: Crown Him with Many Crowns
Weather: There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor: The Church Is One Foundation
Tailor: Holy, Holy, Holy
Golfer: There Is A Green Hill Far Away
Politician: Standing On The Promises
Eye Dr: Open My Eyes That I May See
IRS: I Surrender All
Gossip: Pass It On
Electrician: Send The Light
Shoppers: Sweet Bye & Bye
Massage Therapist: He Touched Me

1. For those who speed on the highway: “God Will Take Care of
You”
2. Going 75 MPH: “Nearer My God To Thee”
3. Going 85 MPH: “Lord, I’m Coming Home”
4. Went 100 MPH: “Precious Memories”
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In Appreciation
Appreciation to UJCC members and friends for decorating the
Peace Gardens at Fresno State and the Shinzen Friendship Garden at Woodward Park for the events to Commemorate the Atomic
Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945:
The commemoration events were held on August 6 and August 9. The
sites were decorated by volunteers from UJCC, Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple, and the Japanese Language School. This year, our
members folded 2,476 cranes. When added to the 2,600+ last year,
over 5,000 cranes have been given in the past two years. This effort
reflects the importance that we all share that the devastating events in
1945 should never be forgotten and should never be repeated.
UJCC cranes (senbazurus) decorated the statues of Jane Addams, Cesar Chavez, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mahatma Gandhi in the Fresno
State Peace Garden. UJCC and the Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Church
collaborated on the decorations at the Shinzen Friendship Garden.
Roger Tsuruda made 11 beautiful bamboo stands from which a total of
55 beautiful strands of cranes topped with crystal beads were hung.
Katsuyo Howard, who selects the message of the cranes and the color
of the banners, wrote in beautiful Japanese kanji this year’s message,
“Pray for World Peace.” The mint green banners adorned the statues
and the strands.
On behalf of Reverend Akiko, deepest appreciation is extended to: Irene Ikeda, who led the project with the assistance of Bev Herron, all who
folded cranes, and those who helped with the set-up and removal at
each site that included: Robert Martinez, a wonderful new member of
UJCC, Vivian De La Cruz, Katsuyo Howard, and Jeanette Nishimori.
Special thanks to Katsuyo for this year’s message and the banners.
With appreciation on behalf of Reverend Akiko,
Irene Ikeda
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Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends
Autumn is just around the corner! We look forward to all of the
beauty that Fall will bring. Autumn breezes, the gorgeous colors of the
changing leaves, the scents of the season, and sweet memories of Fall
seasons gone by. “Seasons of mists and mellow fruitfulness,” as quoted from “To Autumn” by poet, John Keats. Enjoy, dear friends.
First Day of Fall
Drive-Thru Box Lunch and Blessings Event
Wednesday, September 22nd
12 NOON
We hope that we’ll see you at our Fall Drive-Thru event! We’ll be serving box lunches prepared by Ding Ho Kitchen...Chinese cuisine! It’s
been awhile since we served this type of fare at one of our events--we
thought you might like it!
The chefs at Ding Ho Kitchen will create a box lunch consisting of their
delicious Special Chow Mein, sweet and sour chicken, braised green
beans and egg roll. We’ll top that off with a sweet dessert.
To RSVP for this luncheon, please complete the form below or contact
Janelle Saito at 313-0489 to reserve your box lunch. We look forward
to seeing you!
*****************************************************************************
Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends
FIRST DAY OF FALL
Drive-Thru Box Lunch and Blessings Event
Wednesday, September 22nd
12 NOON
(RSVP Due by September 17th)
Name: ___________________

Telephone: __________

# of Lunches: _________
_____ Please call me regarding my request for special delivery arrangements.
(Please mail this RSVP to: UJCC, 136 N. Villa Ave., Clovis, CA 93612)
*******************************************************************************
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Senior Care Response Team (SCRT) Ministry
Contact Arlene Eberly (960-4044) or Janelle Saito (313-0489) if you are
in need any type of support. We’ll lend our support and/or reach out to
the Church’s resources to assist you.
Thank You, Kiku Floral!
Many Mahalos to Kiku Floral’s Lorrie and Larry Yamada for the gorgeous leis that they graciously provided for our June Aloha Summertime event. Reverend Akiko, Reverend Rae and Soojin certainly did
look festive--the floral garlands went so well with the ukulele playing,
hula dancing...and the grass skirts, too!
DVD copies of the Sunday worship services are available upon request. Please contact Janelle Saito if you would like to receive a DVD.
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UJCC Central Valley Asian Cultural and Crafts
Fair News and Info
UJCC Mission Statement
The Mission of the United Japanese Christian Church is to bring
people to God through Jesus Christ and build a vital community
of Service and Love.
UPDATE UPDATE UPDATE
We appreciate the Re-Opening Committee who have been dedicated
to ensuring that we have a safe, guideline followed, FUN DAY event,
both In-Person and Virtual.

Here are the updates...
There will be No Food Booths this year at the event except for
wrapped items (i.e. Kelley's Kookies, Baked Items)
There will also be a limited amount of In-Person Vendors
(there will still be enough to have a fun day of shopping)
Looking forward to seeing you there as you find that
special gift for someone or for yourself.
BE A VOLUNTEER
“The World is hugged by the faithful arms of volunteers”
(quote by Terri Guillemets)
Come join us and volunteer your time with joyful hearts and serving
hands to make this years event a success. Let's come together, family
and friends, working side by side as we reach out to the community
around us through this wonderful one day event. There will be sign up
sheets in the Narthex at UJCC. Please check it out and see where
you can help out. Thank you.
Matthew 5;16
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father who is in Heaven.
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GENEROSITY MOVEMENT
Hello UJCC friends. Wow, what a year we’ve had! We opened, we
closed, we gathered, we sheltered and we had more “Tiers” than a
wedding cake! The Stewardship Committee would like to thank all of
you who, through all of this, continued to contribute both monetarily and
physically for the church.
Reverend Akiko’s sermon series for the Generosity Movement weeks
will be based on the book, Richer Life by Rene Schlaepfer. It will be a
three-part series beginning on Sunday October 3rd and ending on October 17th. This book is a daily devotional that is beautifully written. It is
easy to read and is filled with informative, inspirational, intelligent and
meaningful thoughts and stories for anyone. As of this writing, there are
still a few more copies of the book at the church. Anyone can have one,
free of charge or with a “Freewill” donation. And this year we all have
the privilege of participating in discussions of the book via a Zoom
meeting in which everyone is welcome. It meets every Thursday at 7:00
P.M. and although we started this meeting in August, there are still 3
more sessions left in September. This hour of sharing is very special,
and does not matter if you missed the other sessions.
There is one other matter that our committee would like you ask of you.
Stephanie Sumi, our wonderful church secretary, has for years ordered
and prepared the pledge envelopes and literally handed them out to us.
A lot of you like to pay your pledges online, by mail or some of you do a
one-time annual remittance. So, if possible, please let us know through
an email, phone call or in person, whether or not you would like the
pledge envelopes to be continued. Email Stephanie at stephanie@ujcclife or phone the church at (559) 322 0701. Thank you.
Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take without
forgetting.
Elizabeth Bilbesco
Your Generosity Committee
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Central California Nikkei Foundation
Shredding Community Service
and Fundraiser

Saturday, September 25, 2021
9am to 12 noon
Securely dispose of personal documents, tax papers,
Books-hardback & paperback.
Hard Drives.
Limit: 10 Banker Sizd Boxes per car
Cost: $15 per Banker Sized Box
$15 per Hard Drive
Cash or Check only
Please make check payable to CCNF

Event will be Drive-Thru
Boxes will be emptied from your trunk/tailgate and returned

Held at Vintage Gardens
540 S. Peach Ave., Fresno
Questions contact: Susan Hayashi – 325-1457 or text 906-8540
Seniors who cannot drive to the event, call Susan by September 10
and arrange for pick-up.
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UNITED JAPANESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
7/26/19 thru 8/22/19
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
D/M John Damrose: Craft Fair Sponsorship
M/M Larry Honda: Choir Fund
Irene Ikeda: Choir Fund
Hiroshi Inouye: Birth of Great Grandson
Hope Kawashima: Nichigo-Bu
M/M Doug Saito: Newsletter
Aiko Snavely: Senior Care Response Team for DVDs
M/M Yukio Tani: In Honor of Jonah Wong
D/M Wallace Yang: Birth of Grandson
Tamar & Janna Bedoyan: Donation
Christopher Lopez: Donation
M/M Patrick Oh: Donation
IN MEMORY OF BETTE NAKAMURA
Kenneth Okajima
Eileen Yamada
IN MEMORY OF COSH NG
M/M Robert Chung
M/M Dan Eberly
Yoko Lund
Hope Kawashima
M/M Dick Naito
Tomoko Naito
Kiyoko Nosker
Aiko Snavely
D/M Ken Tsutsui
M/M Bill Welch

EARTH ANGEL MISSION
First Presbyterian Church
Day Kusakai: Birthday Donation
FRIENDS CARE
Tina Chan: In Memory of Cosh Ng
Dorothy Kimura: In Memory of Cosh Ng
M/M Gregg Saito: In Memory of Cosh Ng
M/M Russell Takeuchi: In Memory of Cosh Ng
SENIOR CARE RESPONSE TEAM
M/M Gregg Saito: In Memory of Cosh Ng
TOMODACHI
M/M Gregg Saito: In Memory of Bette Nakamura
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