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Pastor’s Page 
 
Dear UJCC family, 
 
I still vividly remember what I was thinking while I was driving from 
Berkeley to Clovis five years ago to be introduced to SPRC. While I 
was nervous and excited to serve at the new church called UJCC, my 
heart was filled more with sadness than happiness. Thinking of the 
church I was serving at that time which was in a very difficult situation, I 
couldn’t help keep sighing and sobbing. Then, my wife gently put her 
hand on my hand which was grabbing the wheel too hard and keep me 
from falling into too much of emotion. She felt the same thing but she 
knew how to help me without saying anything. Through the warmth of 
her hand, I was reminded of that God was present with us and I real-
ized that I had to practice what I had been preaching all these years; 
“trust God.” Taking a deep breath and letting it out, I kept praying, 
“God, I trust in you. Your will be done, not mine.”  
 
On Sunday, May 16, it is announced that after prayerful discernment 
with the Cabinet, it is Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño’s intent to appoint me 
to serve as the Pastor of Aldersgate UMC in Palo Alto effective July 1. 
After it is decided that Rev. Roger Morimoto is going to retire this year 
after his 20 years of beautiful ministry over there, the church needs a 
new pastor. And it seems that our Bishop and her cabinet agreed that I 
could be the best fit for the church. When our District Superintendent 
Rev. Brady called me just two weeks ago, the first thing she said was 
“Pastor Rae, this is the call.” It was not totally unexpected but still came 
as a shock. Then, I was asked to decide by the next morning. I shared 
the news with my family. The first thing Lucy said was “what about my 
church?!” Then, she started to cry, which made me and my wife so 
emotional. I couldn’t sleep much, to be honest. But, by the morning, I 
knew it was “the call” and it was the time again for me to practice what 
I’ve been preaching; “trust God.” 
 
So we choose to believe that there must be God’s will in all this. For 
now, for Soojin and the kids, sadness is more overwhelming than ex-
citement thinking of just how much we will miss this wonderful faith 
community called UJCC. When I first joined UJCC, I had many scars in 
my heart from the previous ministry experiences. But you healed me up 
and guided me to truly believe again that the church is the hope for the 
world. I started as a part-time student pastor and thanks to your gener-
ous support I was able to finish my degree. You are the church that 
called me “reverend” for the first time in my life as I started as a Li-
censed Local Pastor. And thanks to your lot’s of prayers I got commis-
sioned and then ordained. Lucy was barely speaking English when we 
first came here. Now she can sing, she can draw and she will be a 
fourth-grader this year! Aiden was a cute little chubby boy but now his 
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voice is getting deeper than mine. UJCC literally nurtured us to grow 
and we know that you will be in our hearts for the rest of our ministries 
and lives. Yes, it is sad that we will have to leave you and we won’t be 
able to see you every Sunday. However, in a sense, we are joining an-
other extended God’s family, especially another sister JA church in the 
Bay Area, and we will continue to do God’s ministries together for the 
transformation of the world. So, yes, we choose to believe that there 
must be God’s will in all this and we give thanks to God saying, “Your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  
 
 
This is a graduation season and we will celebrate our Graduation Sun-
day on June 6th, which will be an in-person family service. I will share 
my last sermon on that day. Of course, we will continue to have online 
Order of Worship for your House Worship. If you’d like to come for the 
Graduation Sunday, please make sure to sign up online as Kevin is go-
ing to do BBQ and have individually packed lunch for you. We so ap-
preciate Kevin and the parents who will assist him!  
 
I feel like these days I can totally relate to the graduating seniors even 
though it’s been more than 20 years for me to graduate from a high 
school. I am like a high school senior who is about to take off to a col-
lege with mixed feelings; some excitement and some worries and con-
cerns. And you, the UJCC family, must be like proud parents who have 
mixed feelings as well; you are happy for us but it is not so easy, I 
hope, to see us go. And as your children, as your associate pastor fami-
ly, and as your friends, we would like to ask you to continue to remain 
as a healthy, loving, and strong parent church for us. We will be so 
thrilled if we hear that UJCC is even more thriving after we left. Truly, 
that is our hope and prayer. I strongly believe that God must have pre-
pared what is best for UJCC for the next season of its life. Please con-
tinue to be a nurturing, caring, welcoming, and loving church for all who 
come to you. May God’s grace and peace be with you now and forev-
er.  
 
 
Love,  

Rae 
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Joys and Concerns 

 

I John 5:15 says, “And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—
we know that we have what we asked of him.”  Trusting God in our 
hearts let us lift prayers for our church family, our community, and our 
world: 

 

Hisaye Naito 
June Kishi 
Paras Family 

 

We pray for concerns in our church community… 

• All who are in a time of transition, including Rev. Sungrae Kim and 

family Soojin, Aiden, and Lucy as they prepare for his new appoint-

ment at Aldersgate UMC (beginning July 1); Rev. Roger Morimoto 

(retirement); and Jack Wong (Loretta Kato’s dad into a higher level 

of care and in this time of grief after losing his wife, Lana); 

• All receiving hospice care, including Cosh Ng;  

• All who are recovering, including Marie Taniguchi (mild stroke); 

• For those with health concerns, including Julie Nomura (ALS); 

• For those struggling with cancer, including Donald Mikami (friend of 

Ernie Kazato), Laurie Wong’s friend, Yoshi Yamamoto (Rev. Hope 

Kawashima’s son-in-law, David & Becky Wong’s brother-in-law, and 

Jonah, Luke, and Matthew Wong’s uncle), Cyndi Fletcher (Mike 

Yamamoto’s sister); 

• All who have suffered with COVID vaccination side effects, includ-
ing Ryu and Raina Yamamoto (Rev. Hope Kawashima’s grand-
kids); 
 

For those who grieve… 

• Loretta Kato and her family on the passing of her mother, Lana 

Wong; 

• Becky Messer who lost a childhood friend unexpectedly at the end 

of April; 

• Margaret Goddard who lost her auntie to COVID-19 on April 1;  
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For our wider community and the world… 

• Youth and children who have complex relationships with their 

moms; 

• Those who have not had the nurturing relationships with their moth-

ers that they deserve and how God has touched the lives of women 

to be good mothers in spite of their difficult relationships with their 

own moms; 

• India and its COVID surge; 

• The commemoration of the Armenian Genocide and the acknowl-

edgement of it by President Biden (the first president ever to 

acknowledge it as a genocide) 

• Teachers, students, and parents as hybrid and online learning con-
tinues; a special prayer for students who are struggling; 

• All those walking in fear: prayers for peace and strength; 

• An end to violence towards Asian Americans…and an end to vio-

lence in general; 

• Americans struggling financially, especially owners of restaurants 

and small businesses and those dealing with unemployment and 

eviction; 

• Healing of our country and strength for our leadership;  

• For people who are homeless that God will help us discern how 
best to support their physical, spiritual, and mental needs; 

• For all essential workers; 

• For the ongoing threat, illness, and death caused by the Corona-
virus; 

• For our veterans and service personnel: for their safety and for 
peace to reign; 

• For increased understanding and empathy between people with 
different perspectives; 

• For all who experience trauma and fear due to war; 

• For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care for 
them; 

• For refugees all over the world; 

 

For God’s goodness in our community… 

• Joy for Nathan Nakamura’s graduation from seminary and gratitude 

for a celebratory trip to Yosemite with mom Loette; 

• Gratitude for the ongoing good recovery of Larry Davela, Bill Toku-
moto’s friend, who had heart valve surgery; 
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 • Caid, Rev. Hope Kawashima’s student, whose new glasses are 
helping with his headaches. 

 
If we have made any other errors, we apologize and would appreciate 

any corrections!  If you have any changes or additions to our prayer list, 
please let Akiko know (akiko@ujcclife.com or 322-0701).   

_______________________________________________ 

A Note from the Moderator 

 

Congratulations to all our 2021 graduates.  Schools have never looked 
more different than they have these past 16 months, yet our youth have 
persevered and met required standards to receive their diplomas. Our 
graduates have completed a major step in their lives, and we wish each 
one of them the very best in their next phase. 

Tidbits of some news: 

A. Flu Vaccination Clinic - The end of April, we were approached by 
Pam Yoshikawa (Lead facilitator for CPESN/Community Pharmacy 
Enhanced Services Network) requesting if UJCC would like to pre-
book a Flu (non-Covid) vaccination clinic this coming Fall.  This con-
sideration will be going under further review and discussion at our 
June BOD meeting. 

B. Reopening – The end of April, UJCC reopened for in-person ser-
vices following safety guidelines.  Online worship continues to be 
available.  There continues to be a need for volunteers during week-
ly in-person service which include post service disinfecting and san-
itizing; ushers; and check -in.  Many thanks again to the Reopening 
committee for meeting throughout this time and readjusting guide-
lines for the safety of all. 

C. Internet Services – The Board recently approved to move forward 
with the upgrading of the Internet/Wireless services throughout the 
church. Leading the Property committee, Ted Uyesaka, has worked 
diligently in researching and determining what is best to meet the 
needs of the church.  

This afternoon, I attended the Annual Meeting of the Sequoia Associa-
tion of the Northern California Nevada Conference.  Reverend Akiko 
facilitated this event as the Moderator of the Sequoia Association, and 
Carol Visitacion attended as our UCC Denominational Rep. My first 
proud moment was to watch Reverend Akiko guide the conference at-
tendees through this process, as well as being unanimously reelected to 
continue in her role as Moderator for the Sequoia Association.  Second-
ly, I was delighted to see our very own UJCC Virtual Choir as they 
opened the “Worshipful Moment” of the worship/business meeting.  
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An insightful element of this meeting involved each of the churches 
highlighting events during this past year.  We were able to view how 
each of the churches have been navigating through these past 12 
months. Each church being innovative, imaginative, and thinking 
“outside of the box”.  Each church (including UJCC) had something 
unique to share, but the overall message remained the same…. 
“Staying connected with our community”.  We may have all ap-
proached this Pandemic crisis in different ways, yet we all continued to 
walk similar paths.  I am constantly learning in this role, and I continue 
to be in awe of all that is being done to support the needs of our com-
munities. 

I continue to invite you to please feel free to contact me by text, or by 
email anytime. 

I will do my best to respond and navigate through any questions you 
may have. 
 

Arlene Eberly 

559-960-4044/arlene.eberly@sbcglobal.net 

______________________________________________ 

“Mixed Emotions”               

Kevin Watkins – SPRC Chair 
Arlene Eberly – Moderator 
 
There is never a good time to hear that one of our pastors has been 
appointed elsewhere….. 

As many of you may have already learned, it was announced at our 
May 17th service, that our dear Reverend Rae has been appointed to 
serve as the Pastor of Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Palo Alto, 
California.  We write this with mixed emotions… as we are proud of 
Reverend Rae in achieving this new appointment to lead his own 
church…. yet…. We are saddened as we have grown close in our rela-
tionship with Reverend Rae as our Associate Pastor, and as our friend.  

As Rev. Brady stated in her letter of notification, “Pastor Rae has 
served your congregation well…he has led you in living your faith in 
tangible ways in your community and guided you in reaching out to new 
families, and youth.”   

Reverend Rae has indeed served us well.  In July of 2016 he joined us 
as a part time pastor, and shortly after became a full-time Associate 
Pastor for us.  From the very beginning of his tenure, Reverend Rae 
stepped up and worked comfortably and collaboratively with Reverend 
Akiko in leading UJCC.  He grew quickly in front of us gaining confi-
dence and growing in his own servant leadership style. 
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This article would be quite extensive … if we were to list all the gifts that 
Reverend Rae has given to our community and our congregation in the 
short 5 years he has served us.  Most notably, we will be indebted to 
Reverend Rae for re-nourishing our Youth, growing their Christian faith, 
and sharing their talents.  After Rev. Rae’s appointment was announced 
in service this morning, his personal impact with our youth was quite 
evident.  As the youth filed out of service, they immediately approached 
Reverend Rae with hugs, tears of sadness to see him go, …. along with 
words of congratulations, and thoughtful words of appreciation of how 
much he has done for them. 

Reverend Rae has been essential throughout this pandemic time.  He 
was able to lead and guide us, as we needed to transition to online wor-
ship/virtual choirs/online Sunday School and more.  He led bible studies 
and continued to meet with the youth faithfully every Saturday evening. 

Reverend Rae…..You will be greatly missed, yet sadly we must let you 
move forward in your path as you continue to bring people to God 
through Jesus Christ. 

At this time, let us embrace Reverend Rae and his family as they take 
the next step in their family’s journey.  We send Reverend Rae, Soojin, 
Aiden, and Lucy with prayers for a smooth transition to their new home, 
new school, and new congregation. 

You have served us well Reverend Rae. 

 

 Upcoming dates to keep in mind: 
 
June 6th:  Rev. Rae’s final sermon at UJCC for Graduation Sunday 
 
June 27th:  Farewell Sunday - there will be a meal planned; details 
forthcoming. 

______________________________________________________ 
 

Cardboard at UJCC Update 

UJCC no longer has the opportunity to recycle cardboard in bulk, so we 
kindly ask you to recycle your cardboard boxes from home.  Please do 
not bring your cardboard to the church. 
 
If you happen to have a large amount of boxes, you might try posting on 
craigslist or freecycle to see if there’s anyone in the community who is in 
need of them.  Thank you so much! 
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Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends 
 

 It’s Summer in the City! Already! The seasons continue to 
change and all we need to do is go with the flow. We pray that you are 
faring well as we head into the Summer months.  Enjoy every sweet 
treat that Summer has to offer...and continue to stay safe! 
 
ALOHA SUMMERTIME! 
Drive-Thru Event: Bento Bowl and Blessings 
Wednesday, June 16th @ the UJCC 
11:30 AM 
 
 We would love to have you join in on our upcoming June event!  
Hula on over to the UJCC for our Hawaiian-themed drive-thru.  We’ll 
treat you to a lunch catered from Kenji”s Teriyaki restaurant which will 
include a combination 1/2 Chicken Katsu/1/2 Teriyaki Tri-Tip rice bowl, 
steamed vegetables, gyoza and cucumber salad...and there’s always 
room for dessert! 
 This event is at no charge to you, compliments of the 2021 
UMC Beulah Grant award. 
 To reserve your lunch, please complete the attached RSVP 
form and mail it to the Church by June 13th or call Janelle Saito at 313-
0489 and leave a message for a reservation. 

 So...gather those delicate “Pearly Shells”, capture a sprinkling 
of “Tiny Bubbles” and leisurely drive “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” to 
the UJCC and join us for our June ALOHA event! 

  

********************************************************************************* 
 

Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends 
ALOHA SUMMERTIME! 

Drive-Thru “Bento Bowl and Blessings” at the UJCC on Wednes-
day, JUNE 16th at 11:30 AM 

(RSVP Due by June 13th) 
 

Name: _____________________   Telephone: _____________ 
                    
# of Lunches: _________ 
 
 
_____Please call me regarding my request for special delivery arrange-
ments. 
 
 
(Please mail this RSVP to: UJCC, 136 N. Villa Ave., Clovis, CA 93612) 

 
********************************************************** 
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April 28th Event: Thank You’s 
 
 Many thanks to our gracious volunteers for their help with our 
April event:  Rev. Akiko Miyake-Stoner and Rev. Sungrae Kim 
(Greeters), Marcia Chung (obento delivery), Joyce Dessert (obento 
delivery), Dan Eberly (obento and TLC box pick up), Hope Kawashi-
ma (obento delivery), Miharu Nakamura (set up, prep, clean up) Beth 
Renge Masumoto (obento delivery), Gregg Saito (obento pick up, 
TLC box pick up, set up, clean up), Patiane and Gene Shimizu 
(delicious and beautifully decorated homemade cupcakes), Bill Toku-
moto (obento delivery). 
 We very much enjoyed the manju provided by Lynn Ikeda, Ko-
getsu-Do. 
 Thank you to Gale Nakai, Director of the Central California Nik-
kei Foundation, for reaching out to us to share the TLC boxes received 
by the Foundation from the Central California Food Bank (funded by a 
grant from the City of Fresno). 
 Special thanks to Maddie Ham and Ryan Yost for jumping 
right in and helping with a variety of event tasks, ranging from prep to 
clean up--their enthusiasm and uplifting spirits are infectious!  Maddie 
and Ryan are students in the Fresno State Wayfinders program--they 
are working at the Church this semester. 
 
Apple iPad Loan Program for Seniors Made Possible by the 2021 
UMC Beulah Grant 
 The iPad ministry has officially launched with the loan of two 
iPads.  We delivered the iPads to our seniors; a tutorial session was 
held.  Follow-up instruction sessions will be scheduled upon request.  
The iPads make use of cellular data, therefore they do not require a 
WiFi connection.  The UJCC Life website is easily accessible on the 
iPad, along with the weekly worship videos; the iPad can also access 
the Sunday Zoom Fellowship time.   
 Thank you to Irene Ikeda, Beulah Grant Project Director, for 
her diligence in researching and then purchasing and setting up the 
iPads. 
 Please contact Janelle Saito or Arlene Eberly if you are inter-
ested in the loan of an iPad to access virtual worship, fellowship and 
other events. 
 
DVD copies of the Sunday worship services are available upon re-
quest.  Please contact Reverend Rae if you would like to receive a 
DVD. 
 
 



 

 

Commemoration Event of the Atomic Bombing 

of Hiroshima-Nagasaki 

August 6-9, 2021 

 

UJCC Cranes Project 

 

The Human Rights Coalition of The Central Valley is planning its sec-

ond Hiroshima-Nagasaki commemoration event at Fresno State.  Last 

year, a ceremony was held and three trees were planted in the Peace 

Park from the seeds of a camphor tree that survived the Hiroshima 

bombing on August 6, 1945.  UJCC has agreed to provide the origami 

cranes that will be displayed on the statues and hanging from trees 

again this year.  Last year, our members and friends folded over 2,600 

cranes that adorned the statues of Mahatma Ghandi, Martin Luther 

King, Cesar Chavez.   

Irene Ikeda and Beverly Herron have kindly agreed to oversee the 

cranes project and are seeking volunteers from UJCC members and 

friends to help fold cranes once again.  UJCC has a large supply of 6-

inch origami paper.  If you would like to help, you may obtain the paper 

as follows: 

1. Pick up the paper when you attend Sunday services 

2. Contact Neil Campbell at 559-593-8908 to arrange a time to meet 

him at church 

3. Contact Irene Ikeda at 559-355-0476 and she will deliver them to 

you 

 

We also need volunteers to help string the folded cranes on lines for 

the display and with the set-up of the cranes on the statues and trees 

before the event.  If you can help with one or both of these activities or 

have any questions, please call Beverly at 559-287-9632 or Irene.  
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Girl Scout Troop 305 

By Kathie Sakamoto 

Cannot believe summer vacation is fast approaching us.  With summer 
comes graduation.  I would like to recognize our graduates for 2020-
2021 school year.  Graduating from the 8

th
 grade are Grace Uyesaka 

and Lauren Wadda.  Our High School Seniors are - Isabela Hamasaki 
graduating from Mendota High School.  In the fall she will attend UC 
Berkeley and majoring in Molecular and Cell Biology.  Taylor Tanaka 
graduating from Clovis North.  In the fall she will attend Clovis Commu-
nity College to fulfill her General Ed requirements and then transferring 
to a university to major in Cognitive Science.  We are so proud of our 
graduates and what they have accomplished. We wish them all the 

absolute best.  

_______________________________________________________ 



 

 

UNITED JAPANESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
4/22/21 thru 5/23/21 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

Marion Masada: In Memory of Jolly Peterson 
M/M Kimihiro Sera: In Memory of Takako Renge 
Rolene Shimoda: In Memories of Yoshio, Chizuko, & Robert Inouye 
M/M Michael Swezey: In Memory of Rena Swezey 
M/M Jaime Visitacion: In Memories of George Vasquez & Elaine Visitacion 
M/M Brian Wong: In Memory of Joy Asami 

Irene Ikeda: Choir Fund 
M/M Marc Juteau: Adult Missions & Education 
M/M Brian Wong: Upper Room 

Tamar & Janna Bedoyan: Donation 
Yoko Emerson: Donation 

IN MEMORY OF TARO ASAMI 

M/M Brain Wong 
M/M Michael Yamamoto 
D/M Paul Yamashita 

IN MEMORY OF FRANCES KURUSHIMA 

Elaine Renge 
M/M Michael Yamamoto 
D/M Paul Yamashita 

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD KURUSHIMA 

Marion Masada 
Elaine Renge 
M/M Michael Yamamoto 
D/M Paul Yamashita 

IN MEMORY OF JOE MATSUO 

Elaine Renge 
D/M Paul Yamashita 

IN MEMORY OF NOBUKO MCGEE 

Marion Masada 
Elaine Renge 
M/M Michael Yamamoto 
D/M Paul Yamashita 



 

 

IN MEMORY OF LILLY OGAWA 

Marion Masada 
Elaine Renge 
Kiyoshi Renge 
M/M Michael Yamamoto 
D/M Paul Yamashita 

IN MEMORY OF MAY OJI 

Marion Masada 
Elaine Renge 

IN MEMORY OF HANAYE RENGE 

Elaine Renge 
Jon Renge 
Kiyoshi Renge 
Brett Runyon 
D/M Paul Yamashita 

COMMUNITY CARE 

Hiromi Somawang: In Memory of John Yakura 
M/M Yukio Tani 
Bill Tokumoto 

EARTH ANGEL MISSION BABY PROJECT 

M/M Larry Honda 
M/M Russell Takeuchi: In Memory of John Yakura 

EASTER OFFERING 

D/M Richard Asami 
M/M Marc Juteau 
Etsu Katsura 
M/M Dick Naito 
Susie Nakagawa 
Mel Renge 
M/M Ron Uragami 
M/M Michael Yamamoto 
D/M Paul Yamashita 

FRIENDS CARE 

M/M Russell Takeuchi: In Memory of Joe Matsuo 



 

 

SENIOR CARE RESPONSE TEAM 

D/M John Damrose 
M/M Russell Takeuchi: In Memory of Hanaye Renge 

TOMODACHI 

Eujeanne Kawasaki 
Mae Morita 
M/M Russell Takeuchi: In Memory of Lilly Ogawa 
Hiroko Tanaka 
Eiko Urie 

WOMEN’S LEAGUE 

M/M Jaime Visitacion: In Honor of Rev. Rae Kim & Rev. Roger Morimoto 

D/M Paul Yamashita: In Honor of Mother’s Day Hanaye Renge & Tomoe Yam-
ashita 

D/M Paul Yamashita: In Honor of Mother’s Day Tora Renge, Yaeko Ogawa, 
Chiaki Okubo, Takako Renge, & Ayako Renge 

D/M Paul Yamashita: In Honor of Mother’s Day Shizuko Watari, Hisaye Kore-
matsu, Yuri Watari, & Jeanne Watari 


